Wildlife Trust is not an
‘animal’ charity
- we are a people charity

We have over 10,000
members, 7 active local
groups and around 400
volunteers
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Current Region Spatial
Strategy could see a
further 95,000 homes built
in Nottinghamshire by
2026

Where will these be built?

Where will our water com
from?

« What sort of environment will we be living in -
will people have access to high quality green
spaces?

* “The parks, streets, squares and natural green
spaces in our towns and cities have an
important role to play in supporting biodiversity
— the mix of wild plants and animals with which
we share our world. Sympathetic design and
landscape management can greatly increase
biodiversity and our everyday contact with the
natural world"?.

«“Surveys repeatedly
show how much the
public values them while
research reveals how
closely the quality of
public spaces links to
levels of health, crime
and the quality of life in
every neighbourhood”.:

*To ensure everyone has
access to quality green
space we need to create
more of them

“Access to good-quality,
well-maintained public
spaces can help to
improve our physical and
mental health...”

Time spent in the natural
environment can also
reduce stress.

1. Manifesto for Better Public Spaces — Cabespacé 200




« Natural views — such as
trees and lakes promote
a drop in blood pressure
and are shown to reduce
feelings of stress. Many
people express this effect
by saying that a park or
green space is a good
place to ‘get away from
the stresses of life’?

2 Dunnett, N., Swanwick, C. and Wooley, H. (200Bpproving Urban Parks, Play Areas and Green Spaces.
London, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

Increases in hard surfacing and the reduction
in green spaces leads to higher temperatures
in towns and cities than in the surrounding
countryside. This is known as the ‘heat island
effect’.’

We therefore need to ensure that new
developments incorporate green space — not
just open spaces if we are to meet national
guidelines of an accessible natural
greenspace less than 300 metres (5 minutes
walk) from home#

3Lowry, W. P. (1967) ‘The climate of cities: theigin, growth and human impact. Readings frGwientific
American San Francisco, W. H. Freeman and Company.
4. A'Space for Nature. English Nature 1996

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust...

* manages urban nature reserves

e screen over 10,000 planning
applications every year

« advises farmers, private landowners,
corporate partners and Local Authorities
on land management

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust...

« advises on master planning policy and
strategies

¢ runs training sessions for planners

¢ Currently researching role of Green
Infrastructure in contributing to a high
quality natural and built environment.

Currently advising Trent Park Developments on their
‘River Crescent’ project as well as working with
architects responsible for the Island Site and Fitrhs
Science Park extension
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It is estimated that some 33 million people —
over half the UK population — make more
than 2.5 billion visits to urban green spaces alone
Research has shown that 85 per cent of peoplevbelie
that the quality of public space and the built eswinent

has a direct impact on their lives and on the vinay feel.
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People need access to green spaces but to be
effective in promoting well being and

improving biodiversity they must be well
designed, well managed and accessible — we
must not confuse ‘customer space’ with public
space.

We must ensure that in regenerating our City
we make the most of opportunities to create
new green areas.

William ‘Billy’ Ivory.
Nottingham Playwright
2006
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